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From the desk of Don Cavallo, New Jersey Region Director . ..

Another season has come and gone. This one seemed to end a little faster than most of us had expected.
There was still plenty of snow on the hill, but the warm weather chased all the customers away. Mother
Nature was good to us this year, even South Jersey got more snow than they had seen in a long time.
Delaware Valley Ski Patrol reported a great Nordic season at Washington’s Crossing State Park.

I would like to keep everyone updated on NSP current events. The Eastern Division Young Adult
Patroller Seminar was a great success as always. At the April Eastern Division Board of Directors
meeting we will be voting for a new Division Director. Our current DD, Rick Hamlin, has served the
maximum term of office, six years. We will miss his leadership. He has done a great job and has served
the ED well. At the spring ED Board meeting I petitioned the board and was granted an additional
Region Delegate to represent the NJ Region.

On the Region level, Sue-Ellen Helmacy has served six years as our Region Delegate which brings her
term to an end. I would like to thank Sue-Ellen on behalf of the Region for the outstanding job that she
has done. Sue-Ellen will remain on the Region staff as the chairperson of the Awards Committee and on
the Election Committee. I am happy to announce our two new Region Delegates to the Eastern Division:
Deb Cowell from Hidden Valley and Joe Manna from Delaware Valley.

This fall, at your area refresher, the NJ Region will once again be asked to vote for the office of Region
Director. This is a two-year term, and the person elected will begin their term at the Spring Eastern
Division Board meeting. If there is anyone that is interested in running for this office, contact the election
committee, Sue-Ellen Helmacy, Deb Cowell or Joe Manna.

During 2009, the New Jersey Senate passed a “Mandatory Helmet Bill” for all skiers and snowboarders
under the age of 15. This bill took everyone by surprise. When it was brought to my attention, I
discovered that there was an identical bill pending in the State Assembly. I contacted the sponsor of the
Assembly Bill, Assemblywoman L. Grace Spencer, and asked that the National Ski Patrol be allowed
input before the bill was sent to the full Assembly for a vote. Working with our Region legal advisor, we
were able to postpone the vote, and the bill died in committee. However, the bill is being presented again
in the 2010 legislative session in both the Senate (S130) and the Assembly (A1018). The language of the
bill has not changed. The bill has two sections, and section 2 specifically deals with how medical care is
delivered to an injured skier. I urge all of you to go on the internet and read the bill.
(http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/) I will be contacting all the members of the NJ Region for help in defeating
this bill.
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The mountain bike season is upon us. [ urge all of you to come to one of the mountain bike events and
see how the Ski Patrol operates during the off season. This is a good opportunity to keep up you first aid

skills.

I would like to thank everyone for allowing me to represent you as your Region Director, and I look

forward to working with all of you again next season.

Doun (Cavallo doncavallo@optonline.net

Awards

Sue-Ellen Helmacy
sehmail@ptd.net

The following is a list of Awards given at the NJ Region Awards Dinner Dance held on May 2, 2010 at
the Lake Mohawk Country Club in Sparta, New Jersey:

Years of Service Awards

40 YEARS:

35 YEARS:

Cynthia Griffenkranz (HV)

John Ott (CG)

Mike Pereira* (MC)

Emilie Welenc* (HV)

Erik VandenBerg* (CQG)

25 YEARS:

30 YEARS:

Deborah Nechay-Hoer* (HV)

Greg France* (MC)

Michael Kelley (MC)

John Gibbons (MC)

Walt Welenc* (MC)

Larry Kovar (MC)

Mike Sauer (MC) 15 YEARS:
20 YEARS: Stephen Kiel (HV)

Robert Johnson (CG) Orlando Estrada (CQ)

Jay Galeota (MC) Mike Mandel (CQ)

Leszek Piwowar (HV)

* Denotes previous recipient of a National Appointment

Kenneth Marsh (WAY)

Gary McManus (MC)

Robin Redden (CG)



mailto:doncavallo@optonline.net?subject=NJ%20Region%20NSP
mailto:doncavallo@optonline.net?subject=NJ%20Region%20NSP
mailto:sehmail@ptd.net?subject=NJ%20Region%20Awards
mailto:sehmail@ptd.net?subject=NJ%20Region%20Awards

Patrol Belt
Page 3

May 2010

10 YEARS:

5 YEARS:

Matthew Karpinecz (CG)

Matthew Baratz (CG)

Leigh VandenBerg (CG)

Matthew Cavallo (HV)

Michael Klouda (MC)

Gregory Marley (HV)

James Randazzo (MC)

Ginny Scannelli (HV)

Bruce Ribaudo (HV)

Donna Lelie (DV)

Jennette Zmach (MC)

Joe Wentlejewski (MC)

ANGEL PIN:

Robert Heiden (MC)

Nancy Cavallo

Eric Leherer (MC)

Donelle Jones

Steve Patterson (MC)

MaryLou Necel

Bill Ruddick (MC)

Andrea Sutter

Andrew Ukson (MC)

Fred Tordoff

NEW SNOWBOARD PATROLLERS:

Jessica Vaughn

Joshua Ball (HV)

NEW ALPINE PATROLLERS: NEW SENIORS:
Diane F. Gardiner (HV) Christopher Rosett
Christopher P. Jones (HV) NEW NORDICS:
James Powers (HV) Christopher Brown

William J. Vaughan (HV)

Allan Clark

Megan Cavallo (HV)

Elaine McDonnell

Eugene Davis (DV)

THE PATROLLER’S CROSSES:

PATRIOT STAR AWARDS:

Bruce Doynow (HV)

Joe Bates (MC)

Michael Ostroff (HV)

Tim Lelie (DV)

RICK BROWSE AWARD:

Stuart Gillard (DV)

John Phelps (MC)

NATIONAL APPOINTMENTS:

11010 Donald Cavallo

11020 Joni Hamilton Porter

11054 Stephen Kiel
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Equipment Matthew Rosett
ferretsx3(@comcast.net

Our new Cascade toboggan arrived at the end of the season. For the summer it is being stored at HVSP
(basically because my garage has too much stuff in it already). Please let me know (with as much
advance notice as possible) if you need to take the new sled to an event. Currently, four sleds reside at
HVSP (including the new one), one sled resides at Campgaw and one sled resides at Delaware Valley. My
understanding from all regional patrols is that they have their needs met when it comes to sleds used for
training. If this is not the case, please let me know. Now onto the Blue packs used for OEC tests. The
region owns a number of Blue packs. Two are designated specifically for SEMM training and testing.
There a few others we have for Patrol level OEC testing. If you need these Blue packs for basic OEC
testing, please let me know. Again, please give me as much notice as possible. Lastly, if you think we
need other equipment, or the equipment you have is in need of repair or replacement, please let me know.

Thanks, and enjoy your summer.

Senior EMM Bobbi Reisinger
birskirn@gmail.com

The Senior EMM program had another successful year. There were four clinics held throughout the
season with a total of five candidates participating. The evaluation was held on Saturday March 20th (a
gorgeous spring day). Three candidates were evaluated, and two of them successfully completed the
Senior EMM program. Congratulations to Matt Karpinecz of Campgaw and Chris Rosett of Hidden
Valley! Thanks also to all of the Senior EMM T/E's that helped me throughout the season: Joni Hamilton-
Porter, Charlie Reisinger, Chris Cioppa, Sue Tordoff, Harriet Frawley, Dave Nelson Sr., and Steve Kiel.

A special thanks goes to Linda Larsen from Hidden Valley who came to all of the clinics and was a very
patient "patient" for the candidates to practice their skills on.

All patrollers interested in participating in the Senior EMM program should contact me a.s.a.p. by email
at bjrskirn@gmail.com. Clinics for the 2010-2011 season will begin late summer or early fall with hopes
of having an evaluation in December 2010. Congrats again to Matt and Chris, and thanks to everyone
who helped with the program this year!

Alumni Corner Jerrie Hoagland

There will be a get-together at the Hoaglands’ for the Annual Summer Gathering of Alumni, date to be
determined. Invitations will be sent out via e-mail, and if anyone wants to join the Alumni, please contact
me at sh.jh@verizon.net. All alumni are welcome!
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Ski & Toboggan Andy Byra

acski@yverizon.net

How many of you can remember the ‘96 ski season? I can. It was a lot like the season we just finished.
There was plenty of snow, and temperatures were low enough to make plenty of snow for most of the
season. As we finally hang our skis on the wall for the summer, we can think of all of the summer
activities which we are involved in.

While we are enjoying the summer, we need to reflect back on the past ski season, and ask ourselves what
we want out of the next season, which will be here before you know it. My personal challenge will be to
get as many people involved in (1) S&T event. There are many events which will be on the schedule, and
getting out to at least one of them will improve your skiing and toboggan handling skills more than you
think. All of the patroller schools have great instructors and enough terrain to challenge any one of us.

Well, back to this summer--I would like to wish that all of you enjoy the summer, and come back well
rested in the fall ready to have another great ski season.

Young Adult Patroller Program Debbie Cowell
drec@warwick.net

This season's YAP Training Seminar was held at Jiminy Peak in MA. We had great weather, some fine
spring skiing conditions, and challenging moguls for S&T. Next year’s YAP Training Seminar will be
held at Sugarloaf in Maine March 18 to 21, 2011. Sugarloaf boasts the only lift serviced above tree line
skiing in the east and has twice the skiable acres as Killington. This will great a great big mountain ski
experience for anyone that attends. Any Patrollers or candidates still in high school are eligible to
participate. Any Patrollers over 21 are welcome to help and should contact me. Event applications will
be available in a future Trail Sweep.

Women’s Development Program Debbie Cowell
drc@warwick.net

Several NJ Women traveled to Ski Sundown in CT this season for a great weekend of S&T training, etc...
These events are given throughout the Division and are a great way to prep for any level S&T test, learn
new skills, and have fun. The schedule is available on the website as plans are finalized--so check often.
Anyone interested carpooling to any of the these events should let me know. Also, anyone interested in
being their Patrol’s Women's Program liaison should contact me.
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Delaware Valley Ski Patrol Stu Gillard
gillard@aol.com

Phil Uhler and I attended the Patrollers
Education Conference (PEC) held at
Snowbird resort, April 14-16, 2010. We
attended a three part MTR program (land
navigation, search & rescue, and a night
mock rescue senario sponsored by PETZL
Headlamps), a lift evacuation clinic, and a
helicopter rescue demo clinic. Fifteen
vendors displayed the latest and greatest
products for Patrollers to look at and try out
for patrolling. NSP chose amazing
speakers, who were all patrollers, to assist
in advancing NSP education. The featured
speakers included: Mike St. Clair who
presented his recovery adventures at a
helicopter crash site in the jungles of Peru;
Brian Brill reviewed accident investigation technology available to patrollers to simulate and recreate
events on the hill and lodge; Dr. Colin Grissom presented avalanche victim physiology and medical
treatments; and Dr. David Johe gave a brief update on the progress of the OEC 5th edition book (arriving
August 2011). I attended the toboggan handling clinics held at 10,000 feet above sea level. Fourteen
inches of fresh snow at the beginning of the conference provided fantastic skiing for all. The conference
was capped off by a very entertaining awards dinner for the 200 plus attendees. Sadly, NSP will not be
holding another PEC next year, so plan on attending in 2012!!
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Nordic and SAR Programs Steve Devine
devines@camfilfarr.com

Nordic: We had a fantastic Nordic Ski Season with early snowfall in December and a huge dump of
snow in February. With many storms moving to our South, Delaware Valley Ski Patrol and Washington’s
Crossing State Park enjoyed record snowfall and epic conditions for much of the season. Those to the
North were jealous.

We were fortunate that Hans Karlsen was able to continue operation of the High Point Cross Country Ski
Area concession. Before next season begins, we could use some help preparing trails, especially in
Wawayanda and Stokes State Forrest. If you can help, please contact me in October, and we will pull a
team together.

NIJ region is very strong in Nordic Skiing. We have many active patrollers, but we are always welcoming
new recruits. We ran a Nordic Patroller Test this year at High Point in three feet of fresh snow. Three
candidates took the test, and all passed. Congratulations: Chris Brown, Lanie McDonnall, and Alan
Clark! Phil Galka is a Candidate for Nordic Master and is well on his way to finishing the program.

Programs: NJ Region NSP — NJ SAR Affiliate Group. Using a focus group of experienced Nordic,
Avalanche and Mountaineering instructors and patrollers experienced in SAR, the NSP NJR has a group
of patrollers who participate in our SAR Affiliate Group. This group has been accepted into the NJSAR
Council.

NJ SAR, under the guidance of Bryan Enberg, Phil Galka, and Hosts JC and Deb Cowell, and Mountain
Hosts Hidden Valley (Dave Nelson and Irv Kinney) conducted an exercise on February 20-21, 2010 at
HV. This “Winter Tech Day” was run in conjunction with an AVI fundamentals and Rescue Class. I want
to thank the many instructors and helpers who made this event possible especially Matt Karpinecz. It was
a huge success. This has become an annual event and is open to all Ski Patrollers and SAR personnel in
the Tri-State area. Hope to see you at a Mountain Bike event this summer!
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History of the NJ Region Ski Patrol Al Pels
pels.hancock@gmail.com

HOW THE NJ-NSP REGION STARTED
A few years ago, I started to write about the history of the NJ Ski Patrol, but it never progressed beyond
the initial outline. This is the first of a series of articles on this project.

When the National Ski Patrol started in 1939 in the East, there were few ski areas in the United States
with ski patrols. Actually, the growth of patrols started in 1945 after World War II. The lack of patrols at
ski areas in the Northeast became an incentive for ski clubs to form Club Ski Patrols in the National Ski
Patrol. The New Jersey Ski Clubs traveled to upstate New York and New England with their own
patrollers to help care for any injuries.

There were NSP Ski Patrols in almost all of the 17 NJ Ski Clubs:

Alpine North Jersey Whiz Ski Club of NJ
Craigmeur PasCliff SnoMads
Dunellen Plainfield Twin Hickory
Esso Ramapo Mtn. Watchung
Montclair Rutgers

Morristown Short Hills

In 1945, NJ patrols were a Section of the Metropolitan NY Region NSP, and Patrollers even traveled to
NYC for their Annual Fall Refresher. The NJ Region of NSP was established in 1952 with Al Ruh as
Regional Chairman, followed by Bob Morrison 1960-67, and Al Pels 1968-82.

The peak of 252 Ski Club Patrollers was reached in 1963 when the Milton Snow Bowl opened with two
chair lifts and Jerry Moore as Patrol Leader. This marked the peak of Club Patrollers and the dramatic
increase of Ski Area Patrollers. Patrollers increased to 312 in 1969; 417 in 1970; and in 1969, four
Regional Refreshers were attended by 300 Patrollers and 200 Candidates, most of whom were Ski Area
Patrollers. The increase was fueled by the opening of Great Gorge in 1965 and Vernon Valley in 1968.

The next chapter of the NJ Region History will cover the growth of Patrollers at the 15 NJ Ski Areas in
the following years.
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Bike Patrol Stephen Kiel
webmaster@nspnj.org

The NJ Region Bike Patrol is now in its 7th season, and we have
already shifted into high gear! As of the beginning of May, we
have completed two successful events and have seven more to go.

On Saturday, April 24th, we staffed our first event, the Juniors in
the Jungle event, at the old Jungle Habitat section of Long Pond
Ironworks State Park. I served as Event Leader and was assisted
by Keaton Brenneman, Kevin Brenneman, Eileen Dalton, Tom
Hennigan, Rick Liebenstein, and Dave Nelson, Jr. It was a
beautiful sunny day and a great day to be out looking for the exotic
animals that are rumored to be found in these woods!

On Sunday, May 2nd, we staffed our second event, the
Wawayanda Spring Cleaning, at Wawayanda State Park. Assisting
me on this event were Julie Ballentine, Don Cavallo, Allan Clark,
Tom Hennigan, Anna Magracheva, Lainie McDonnel, and
StePHen McGee. The sun was shining again, but this time a little _
too much. Summer had arrived a little bit too early. o -

§ Potoortey of FullFramePro.

All patrollers are invited to join us at any of our upcoming events:

June 5 (Saturday) - JORBA Bike Festival / Waterloo Village

July 11 (Sunday) - Bulldog Rump / Kittatinny Valley State Park

August 28-29 (Saturday-Sunday) - 24 Hours of Allamuchy / Mt. Allamuchy Scout Reservation
September 19 (Sunday) - Rumble in the Jungle / Jungle Habitat

September 19 (Sunday) - Genesis Sprint Adventure Race / Wawayanda State Park

October 3 (Sunday) - The Leaf Blower / Ringwood State Park

October 24 (Sunday) - Genesis Sprint Adventure Race / Ringwood State Park

This list is tentative and subject to change. Updates will be posted on the NSPNJ web site.
If you have never been on a Bike Patrol event, why not come out and give it a try? Riders and non-riders
are both welcome. Please bring your first aid pack and, if you plan on riding, your mountain bike, and

helmet.

See you on the trails!
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Obituary

Helmut A. Schneider 84, of Clifton, died on March 15, 2010 at home. Born in
Plauen, Germany, Helmut emigrated to the U.S. in 1956. He met his wife of 52
years, Hilda, while attending evening English Language classes at Clifton High
School, and they married in 1957.

Helmut began his career as a tool & die maker. After taking classes at Stevens
Institute of Technology in Hoboken, he expanded his career and retired as a
mechanical engineer and designer. Hobbies that he enjoyed with his wife and
family include traveling, hiking, skiing, and camping.

In 1979, the National Ski Patrol, of which Helmut was a volunteer for 40 years,
awarded him their highest honor, National Number, 5555. He was also a 50 year member of the Union
County Hiking Club and volunteered for over 25 years as an Appalachian Hiking Trail Maintainer.
Helmut also was a long-time member and volunteer with the Sportsfriends Soccer Club in Wayne; a long-
time member of AARP; and was a member of First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Clifton.

Survivors include: his devoted wife, Hilda; his loving daughter, Eleonor Schneider and her husband, Fred
Chapman of Newcastle, WA; his beloved grandson, Alex Schneider Chapman; and his dear brother,
Gottfried Schneider of Plauen, Germany. Memorial contributions may be made to First Evangelical
Lutheran Church or Hospice of NJ, 400 Broadacres Dr., Bloomfield, NJ 07003.
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IMPORTANT MESSAGE

Pleasekeep your contact information current on the National Ski Patrol database, as it is the only
way to communicate important information to you. Log into the NSP website and check to see if
your personal information is correct. Correct anything that might be wrong, and update your
personal information.

You can access the NSP Member website by visiting: http://www.nsp.org/public/AsiCommon/
Controls/Shared/FormsAuthentication/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fpublic%?2fdefault.aspx Enter
your NSP ID number and password. If you don’t remember your password, click on “Trouble
Loggin In?” below the Member Login box. Enter the required information, and you will be
emailed your account information.

Once you have logged in, please click on “Edit Your Member Record” and update any incorrect
information.

If you have never activated your online member account with NSP or if you continue to
experience difficulties in accessing your current member account, please contact Cheri Overton,
Member Services Manager/Registrations at: coverton@nsp.org or by calling her at
303-988-1111, Ext 2646.

It is imperative that all of the NSP member records are accurate since this is the only way for the
Region Director and the Region to send important and timely information to the members!

National Ski Patrol Eastern Division currently has items for sale. Check out the Eastern Division website
for a complete list of merchandise and suppliers: http://www.nspeast.org/html/merchandise.htm

For complete listings of scheduled events throughout the year,
check the below calendars:
New Jersey Region NSP Calendahttp://www.nspnj.org/calendar.htmi
Eastern Division NSP Calendarhttp://www.nspeast.org/html/calendar.htm
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